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"See  Naples  and  die,"  they  used  to  say,  but  as  the  people  of 
the  city  crawled  out  of  the  cellars  of  their  bomb-pittad  hones  into  the 
bright  autumn  sunshine  to  T«,lcome  the  liberating  Allied  troops,  thers  was 
little  to  be  seen  of  the  beauty  that  inspired  the  proverb.  Only  the 
occasional  crack  of  a  sniper's  rifle  and  the  answering  rattle  of  .  machine 
gun  broke  the  unnatural  silence  of  this  city  of  a  million  inhabitants. 

Hot  a  traa  moved,  not  a  bus.  The  high  vaulted  railroad  station 
was  s  aass  of  twisted  metal.  The  only  sound  of  traffic  cams  fro.  mechanised 
unite  moving  into  the  city,  A  few  street  cleaners  in  their  long  robes  were 
starting  to  clear  away  debris  and  to  romove  the  bodies  of  their  townspeople 
who  had  fought  the  Qermans  in  the  streets  or  had  fallen  dead  fro.  starvation. 

The  guant  and  disheveled  populace  scrambled  over  the  piles  of 
rubble,  in  their  outstretched  hands  Jugs  and  bottles. 
"lster,,,  they  cried,  and  '»3readn. 

Sevan  weeks  before,  the  Germans  had  destroyed  all  but  a  few  snail 
reservoirs  and  demolished  the  aqueducts.  Those  that  had  escaped  wore  so 
inadequate  that  the  people  were  raduced  to  dipping  up  cups  of  water  from  the 
.ewers,  and  even  this  supply  was  almost  exhausted.  The  retreating  liasi  had 
taken  every  loaf  of  bread  -  had  even  fired  into  bread  lines  and  grabbed  the 
•canty  stocks.  Thors  was  no  gss,  no  electricity,  no  telephone  service,  no 
drugs  and  medicines  for  the  hospitals  and  doctors  trying  to  care  for  the  sick 
and  wounded.  The  Oermans  had  removed  every  piece  of  railroad  equipment  which 
had  escaped  Allied  bombs,  they  had  driven  army  in  every  thing  left  on  wheels, 
even  the  electric  tram-buses. 

j     The  liberating  armies  set  to  work  to  bring  the  city  bsck  to  life. 
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